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MESSAGE FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
Matthew Baumgarten 
 
Wow, what a year it has been here in our wonderful City - it feels like just yesterday I was saying 
the same thing about 2018. This past year we have engaged in the process of building our 
marihuana business regulations, begun outlining the creation of the City’s next Master Plan, 
started our exploration of Coolidge streetscape improvements, made great strides with internal 
improvements for our staff, and much more.  
 
As we close out one decade and begin anew, I believe now is the time for us to really look at the                      
future of our community. It is time for us to try new things while preserving our tradition. We as a                    

community can forge forward and truly layout how we want the future of Berkley to be not only for ourselves but what we                       
want to pass on to our children and grandchildren. As we begin the 20’s, I would like to leave you with a quote that I hope                          
inspires all of us in the new decade:  
 

“New year—a new chapter, new verse, or just the same old story? 
Ultimately we write it. The choice is ours.” -Alex Morritt 

 
 
STRAIGHT FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
The City Clerk's Office would like to thank everyone who came out to vote in the 
November 5, 2019 election. 
 
Voter turnout neared 28 percent, which is up from previous city elections. 
We would also like to thank Berkley Public Schools for allowing us to utilize its district 
buildings. 

Next up 

● March 10, 2020 is the Presidential Primary Election 
● April 1, 2020 is Census Day! 

 
You can learn more on our website http://www.berkleymich.org/. 
 
 
 

 
FINANCE UPDATE 

 
 
Winter taxes will be mailed out around December 1, 2019 and will be payable at any time after 
the first of the month. The winter tax will be much lower since the millage rates billed are small 
amounts levied through Oakland County. 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofberkley/


 
 

PUBLIC WORKS SEASONAL REMINDERS 

We always encourage our residents to sign up for Berkley email updates. In addition to receiving the monthly City 
newsletter, residents will be sent alerts related to water main breaks, road construction, chipper route reminders, and 
snow emergencies. 
  
Yard Waste Collection 
Yard waste collection information, including the full schedule and route 
map, can be found on the City website. November 30 is the last day to 
rake leaves to the curb or to use your Yard Waste bags/cans for 
weekly pick-up. 
 
DPW will begin the final curbside leaf pass on Monday, December 2. 
During the off season (after December 23), yard waste that is placed in 
paper bags may be taken to the SOCRRA facility on Coolidge at no 
charge. 
 
Chipper Service Reminder 
The branch chipper service runs once a month starting the 3rd Monday of 
each month. Please note the chipper service will only accept branches 
over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter. 

● Smaller branches must be placed in yard waste bags/cans for 
FREE weekly pickup on garbage day. Residents should continue 
to contact the DPW if chipper service is needed at 248-658-3490. 

 
Need a Trash Can? 
96 gallon trash toters (cans) can be purchased at the DPW office for $60 each. These are wheeled cans with attached lids 
that are dumped mechanically by the waste collection hauler. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Wed. December 25 and Wed. January 1 are both holidays for the City’s refuse and recycling 
contractor (Tringali). As a result, Friday pick up both weeks will be delayed by one day to Saturday. There is no 
change to the Tuesday pick-up. 
 
Traveling for the Holidays? 
Any homeowners leaving the City during the winter months are encouraged to contact DPW to temporarily change the 
mailing address for utility bills and shut off the water service at the curb to limit the possibility of pipes freezing. 
 
Having trouble managing your water bill? 
The City of Berkley is a participating community in the Water Residential Assistance Program (WRAP). WRAP is a 
program to assist eligible, low-income customers with bill payment and water conservation measures. The program is 
administered by Wayne Metro Community Action Agency and OLHSA. They can be reached at 313-386-9727 for program 
details and eligibility. 
 
Any additional questions head over to the Public Works web page or give us a call at 248-658-3490. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY NOTICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Lt. Corey Miller and Chief Matt Koehn 

Both officers graduated from the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police’s “Police Executives’ and New Chiefs’ School." 
They have joined 36 other Chiefs and Executives from all over the State for this comprehensive week long training in East 
Lansing, as part of the Berkley Department of Public Safety's professional development plan. 
 

Did you know nearly half of holiday decoration fires happen because 
they are placed too close to a heat source? 

 
It’s fun to decorate for the winter holidays, but holiday decorations can 
increase your risk for a home fire. As you deck the halls this season, 
be fire smart: 

● Inspect holiday lights each year before you put them up. Throw 
away light strands with frayed or pinched wires. 

● Water your Christmas tree every day. A dry tree is dangerous 
because it 
can catch on fire easily. 

● Consider using battery-operated flameless candles, which can look, 
smell and feel like real candles. 

● If you do use lit candles, make sure they are in stable holders and place 
them where they cannot be knocked down easily. 

 
For more information and free fire-safety resources, visit www.usfa.fema.gov.  
 

 
 
The chilly winter temperatures are setting in, check out some of the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration's winter driving tips at www.nhtsa.gov to keep you and your 
family safe this season. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
 
City administration continues to move forward with marihuana. The approval process will now include public notices 
during site plan approval and the licensing approval. You can stay up-to-date and learn more on our Marihuana in Berkley 
page on the website (under #NowTrending).  
 
La Salette Redevelopment for Multi-Family Housing  
The Planning Commission will review the site plan for the multiple family 
residential redevelopment of the former La Salette school building. Residents 
may recall the plans that were submitted a few years ago that included the 
demolition of the former school building and construction of a multi-story 
townhouse complex. 

This project is vastly different, in that the applicant has opted to utilize the 
footprint and exterior of the existing structure and make significant modifications to the interior for apartment dwelling 
units. The site will include updates to the parking area, pedestrian walkways, landscaping, and others. 

 
Berkley Master Plan 
The Master Plan project is moving forward! 
The City Council approved the formation of the Master Plan Steering 
Committee, which will be comprised of 13 - 15 individuals from Berkley city 
staff, city council, planning commission, zoning board of appeals, other 
boards and commissions, as well as, students from Berkley High School 
and residents-at-large. 
 
Those interested in serving on the Master Plan Steering Committee should 
contact Erin Schlutow at eschlutow@berkleymich.net for commitment 
details and project timeline. 
 
 

 
HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES 

 
The City will be closed on the following days: 
 

● 12/20 - City Hall & the Library is closed to the public for staff development 
● 12/24 - Christmas Eve 
● 12/25 - Christmas Day  
● 12/31 - New Year's Eve 
● 1/1/2020 - New Year's Day 

 

As a result, most City departments will not be open. Public Safety will continue to provide 24-hour operations and support 
to the community. 
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City of Berkley Participates in Holiday Diaper Drive 
 

 
 
The City of Berkley is teaming up with the Berkley MOMS Club for a diaper drive to support children and families in need 
in Southeastern Michigan.  
 
During the season of giving, the City of Berkley municipal offices and the MOMS Club will hold a diaper drive from 
Monday, Dec. 2 - Friday, December 20, 2019. 
 
The donations will be delivered to the Judson Center in Royal Oak; a nonprofit agency that provides services to children 
and adults impacted by abuse, neglect, autism, developmental disabilities, and mental health challenges. 
 

The goal this year is to collect 10,000 diapers! 
  

How to Participate 
Diapers may be dropped off during business hours at Berkley City Hall, the Public Library, Community Center, Public 
Works, Public Safety, the Backyard Playroom at Cana Lutheran Church, Berkley First Church, and the Berkley Chop 
Shop. 
For more information, contact Jenna Haf at berkleymoms@gmail.com.  
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BERKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(248) 658-3440 | www.berkley.lib.mi.us | Facebook: @BerkleyPublicLibrary 
 
The library will be closed to the public on Friday, December 20, 2019 for staff development.  
 
Holiday Fundraiser  
Giving Tree: Around the World 
Help the library get more new items on the shelves! Browse ornaments on the decorated tree in the lobby and then 
donate the amount listed for the purchase of an item. This year’s campaign will focus on updating and expanding our 
travel and language collections. Thank you for your support! 
 
Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM, Friday 10 AM - 6 PM, and Saturday                     
10 AM - 3 PM.  
 
DECEMBER PROGRAMS 
⚫ Requires Registration at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar or 248-658-3440 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
Berkley Chess Club 
Monday, December 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 from 5:00 p.m.to 
8:00 p.m. 
Players of all ages and ability levels are welcome. If you 
have a board, go ahead and bring it, but if you are a new 
player there will be spare boards. 
 
International Academy Information Night 
Monday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
Calling all Berkley & Royal Oak families with 8th 
graders...  Are you interested in learning what the IA can 
offer your child? Interested in learning what the 
International Baccalaureate program is all about?  Come 
find out about this opportunity that Berkley and Royal 
Oak Public Schools offer to their students in cooperation 
with the International Academy consortium of districts. 
 
Origami Club at Berkley Library 
Monday, December 2 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. If 
you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, join 
us to learn and explore the art of origami. 
 
 

An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, December 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Most people tend to live their lives with a wandering 
mind, worried or consumed by past or future events. 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of 
the present moment, the most important time of our 
lives. We will start with a short introduction followed by a 
30 minute guided, sitting meditation, then close the 
session with questions, answers and interesting 
experiences. Session led by Greg Sherburn. 
 
Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, December 10 at 12:30 p.m. 
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 
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Blood Drive 
 
Friday, December 27 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Versiti-Blood Center of Michigan is Michigan’s local blood provider. When you donate blood 
with Versiti the blood collected goes to save a fellow Michiganders life! Donate blood at 
Berkley Public Library and be a holiday hero to a fellow Michigander. Your blood donation is 
the most precious and selfless gift to so many Michigan patients! One hour of your time can 
save up to 3 lives! 
 
Sign up to donate online at Versiti.org or call 1-866-MI-BLOOD or 616-774-2300.  
Every donor receives a $10 e-gift card! 
 

 
 
TEEN PROGRAMS  
Teen Cookie Decorating ⚫  
Thursday, December 19 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
 
Join us to create beautiful and delicious cookies with frosting, sprinkles, and glitter sugar. 
Templates provided or use your imagination! 
 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Letters to Santa 
Saturday, December 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Stop by to write and decorate a letter to Santa and drop 
it in the special mailbox right outside the library. There 
will be light refreshments. 
 
Holiday Movie and Craft ⚫ 
Thursday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
We'll watch a short holiday movie and make ornaments 
out of cookie cutters. 
Please register the number of children attending 
 
Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, December 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities 
will target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their 
grown-ups and siblings are welcome. 
 
Santa Storytime ⚫ 
Wednesday, December 18 at 4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. (two 
sessions) 
Come have some holiday fun singing songs, listening to 
stories, and taking pictures at a story time performed by 
Santa himself! 
The 4:00 and 6:30 sessions are identical—please 
choose only one. 

Lapsit Storytime  
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. through December 16 
This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, 
with a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes 
of stories, songs, and fingerplays and for 25 minutes of 
playtime. 
 
Preschool Storytime  
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. through December 17 
The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities 
and a craft for ages 3-6. This storytime is for those who 
are able to participate without their adult in the room. 
Parents and others are asked to remain in the library 
during the program. 
 
Parent-Toddler Storytime  
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. through December 19 
This storytime is for ages 18 months to 3 years, 
with a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 30 
minutes of stories, fingerplays, songs, and 
activities. 
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Executive Director Darlene Rothman 
www.berkleychamber.com 
248-414-9157 
P.O. Box 72-1253 Berkley, MI 48072 
 
 
 

Berkley Area Chamber of Commerce is a proud sponsor of the Berkley Holiday 
Lights Parade which takes place Friday, December 7, 2019.  
 
Our businessperson of the year and representatives for business of the year will 
be riding in the carriages in the front.  
 
We enjoy our partnership with the Berkley Holiday Lights Parade Committee and 
appreciate all the work this committee of volunteers does to bring holiday fun to 
downtown Berkley. 
 
 
Starting your holiday shopping? 
If you’re starting to put your holiday gift list together, remember to give Explore Berkley Gift Certificates! 
 
This holiday season, please consider buying from your local Berkley businesses. We have so many great gift stores and 
restaurants.They can be used at a number of local merchants and are available in several denominations, perfect for 
everyone on your list. 
 
Purchase the gift certificates from the Berkley Education Foundation website (www.berkleyedfoundation.org) and a 
percentage goes to them - everyone wins!  
 
They can also be purchased on the Berkley Area Chamber website (www.berkleychamber.com)! The Chamber also 
donates a percentage to the Foundation. 
 
Once purchased, print them or select e-delivery for the easiest and most meaningful gift you’ll purchase this season, 
especially great to give to anyone who loves Berkley! 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
(248) 658-3470 | Facebook: @BerkleyParksandRec 
 
 
Great Lakes Crossing Shopping Trip 
Date: December 5, 2019 
Time: Departure at 9:30 AM 
Cost: $10 

 
 
 
 
Vacation Camp HAPPENING December 26-27, 2019 & 
January 2-3, 2020 
8:45 AM – 5:00 PM 
AM/PM Extended options available 
 
 
 
 

 
Visit berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs and view ongoing classes  

that are available throughout the month. 
 

 
Senior Holiday Bingo Spectacular 
Date: December 17, 2019 
Time: 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM  
Cost: $5 
 
Celebrate the Holiday Season with pizza, bingo, and a whole 
lot of fun. 
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES: 
 
Chair Yoga 
Date: Mondays or Thursdays 

● Time: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
● Cost: Drop in $8  

 
 
Senior Fitness 
Date: Tuesdays and Fridays 

● Time: 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
● Cost: $1 per class 

 
 
Senior Trip to the MGM Casino 
Date: December 18, 2019 

● Departure at 10 AM 
● Cost: $10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Berkley Historical Museum 
 
Are you looking for the perfect gift for that special person with a 
Berkley connection?  
 
Come browse at the Berkley Shoppe! Mugs and tree ornaments with 
the Berkley Santa, other Berkley mugs, bumper stickers, books, 
postcards, and much more are available for purchase. These make 
wonderful presents for your family and friends. 
 
The Berkley Shoppe is located in the Berkley Historical Museum at 
3338 Coolidge inside the old fire station. We are open Sundays 2 PM - 
4 PM and Wednesdays 10 AM - 1 PM. 
 
We will also be open the evening of the Berkley Holiday Lights Parade, 
Friday, Dec. 7, 2019 from 5 - 7:30 PM.  
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BOARDS & COMMISSIONS DECEMBER MEETINGS 
 
 
DECEMBER 02: 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting 
 
DECEMBER 04: 6:30 PM - Citizens Engagement Advisory Committee 
 
DECEMBER 07: 5:30 PM Holiday Lights Parade  
 
DECEMBER 09: 7:00 PM - Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
DECEMBER 11: 8:30 AM - Downtown Development Authority  
 
DECEMBER 12: 7:00 PM - Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
 
DECEMBER 16: 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting 
 
DECEMBER 17: 7:00 PM - Planning Commission 
 
DECEMBER 18: 6:30 PM - Technology Committee  

7:00 PM - Library Board 
 
DECEMBER 20: City Hall & Library will be closed to the public for  

Staff Development  
 
DECEMBER 24: City Offices & Library Closed for Christmas Holiday  
 
DECEMBER 25: City Offices & Library Closed for Christmas Holiday 
 
DECEMBER 31: City Offices & Library Closed for New Year's Holiday 
 
JANUARY 1, 2020: City Offices & Library Closed for New Year's Holiday 
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